
Friends – 

Here we are, winding down another year.  Soon we 
will be gathering with friends, families, and loved ones 
to celebrate the holidays.  Winter provides us with a 
season for reflection and planning.  We have had a 
quite a year to reflect on, and certainly have big plans 
in the works here at Catholic Charities of Central and 
Northern Missouri. 

2019 was a year of tremendous natural disasters in the 
Diocese of Jefferson City.  Tornados and floods both 
took their toll on local communities, and Catholic 
Charities has been a key player in recovery efforts.  Our 
disaster case management program has been, and will 
continue to be, working with survivors in their long-
term recovery efforts.  Our partners in the social service 
world have recognized our good work, and we have 

been asked to start training other agencies in how best to assist survivors.  You can read 
about a training that we conducted for agencies throughout the Mid-West in this issue.  

One result of our expanded disaster response programming has been tight quarters at 
our Jefferson City location!  However, that will not last; check out this issue’s story of our 
purchase of the Shikles Auditorium and our plans to convert the former La Salette chapel 
and gymnasium into a center of charity and mercy for the local community.  We can’t wait 
to share more about our plans for the space in the months to come and are so excited to be 
expanding our ability to serve our neighbors in need. 

As always, we cannot provide the critical services that we do without the support of our 
community!  We are forever grateful to our generous donors who give of their time, talent 
and treasure and allow us to engage in this life saving work.  From everyone at Catholic 
Charities, we wish you and yours a blessed holiday season and a joyful new year!  

Dan Lester, Executive Director
Catholic Charities of Central & Northern Missouri
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Partners in Service
In August 2019 Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri’s Director of Community Services, Alissa Marlow, 
collaborated with Diane Elio from Catholic Charities USA to facilitate a two-day training in Kansas City on Disaster 
Case Management. Catholic Charities staff from both Missouri and Kansas were in attendance, as well as Salvation 
Army staff from several states. The topic of the training is currently relevant to both social service providers, with the 
numerous natural disasters that have affected the Midwest this year. Attendees of the training participated in a variety of 
hands on activities and lectures to learn about the difference between declared and non-declared disasters (with available 
resources), Disaster Case Management, and Long Term Recovery Committees. Alissa is available to provide this training 
throughout the region to other social service providers, including Catholic Charities agencies that desire to provide 
Disaster Case Management.  We are grateful to all of our partners in response, including the Salvation Army, and 
continue to be blessed with a wonderful national partner in Catholic Charities USA.



A New Center for Charity and Mercy
A health and social services center for the Diocese of Jefferson City will find a home in a former Catholic seminary 
building, following an agreement of terms between the Jefferson City Housing Authority and Catholic Charities 
of Central and Northern Missouri (CCCNMO). The agreement allows the purchase and renovation of the Shikles 
Auditorium, 1210 Linden Drive in Jefferson City. The building formerly housed the chapel and gymnasium of a 
seminary for the Missionaries of La Salette, a Catholic religious order for men.

“This new center will provide a place of mercy in an area of our city in great need of the healing of Jesus Christ,” 
explained Bishop Shawn McKnight. “Whenever we give food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, shelter to the homeless; 
whenever we defend the weak and vulnerable, provide medicine and care to the sick, comfort to the grief-stricken, and 
hope to those in time of despair, we bring glad tidings to the poor and announce the Kingdom of God.” 

The center will be part of the services of Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri, the social outreach arm 
of the Diocese of Jefferson City. The purchase is being funded through a generous grant of the SSM Health St. Mary’s 
Foundation – Jefferson City.

“Through partnerships with Helias Catholic High School, SSM Health, our local parishes, and other faith based and 
secular social service providers, we know we can make a real difference in the community,” said Dan Lester, executive 
director of Catholic Charities. “We are thrilled with this new opportunity to expand our services, especially in such a 
central location that will allow easy access for so many of our neighbors.”

Catholic Charities will be seeking community input regarding the type of services being offered. “We will be scheduling 
a series of open forums where residents can provide suggestions as to what they believe would be most helpful,” Lester 
said. “Ultimately, our goal is to provide compassionate health and social services that will improve the welfare of some of 
the most vulnerable members of our community.” 

Catholic Charities will take possession of the building after the lease of the current tenants expires on Dec. 31, 2019. It 
is expected the center will open after renovations are completed in 2020. 
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Charity and Mercy Grants Available 
Parishes throughout the Diocese of Jefferson City are welcome to apply for a Charity and Mercy Grant from Catholic 
Charities of Central and Northern Missouri.  Charity and Mercy Grants are one means by which CCCNMO is helping 
to realize Bishop Shawn McKnight’s vision of the parishes as “Centers of charity and mercy” for their local communities.  

Charity and Mercy Grants are given to parishes directly serving vulnerable people in need, regardless of their faith 
affiliation. The grant is designed to expand the capacity of a parish ministry to serve more people or to help develop a 
new social ministry. It can be used to help purchase items needed for the ministry – i.e.: dishwasher for a soup kitchen, 
computer, tables and chairs for a food pantry, to purchase supplies – even a vehicle for the ministry, etc. It can be used to 
start a ministry – i.e.: help pay rent to acquire space for a ministry, begin offering financial literacy services to consumers, 
start a program to teach independent living skills, start a mentoring program for pregnant women, etc.

To learn more or apply, visit Catholic Charities website: www.cccnmo.org, or contact John Doyle, Parish & Community 
Outreach Coordinator, at (573)635-7719 or jdoyle@cccnmo.org


